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BUNBURY, ENVIRONMENTAL PROBLEMS 
Grievance 

MR DEAN (Bunbury) [9.23 am]:  My grievance is directed to the Parliamentary Secretary to the Premier.  I 
grieve for the people of Bunbury and for the lack of attention that they have received from the executive arm of 
government over the past four to six years.  The people of Bunbury are special people who need constant 
reassurance that the Government is looking after their interests, because that is what they deserve.   

Mr Bradshaw:  Bunbury and Mandurah have had more than their fair share of loving Governments.  It is about 
time some other country towns got that treatment.  

Mr DEAN:  The people of Bunbury need the executive arm of government to see what Bunbury has to offer.  I 
invite the Minister for the Environment to visit Bunbury because it has unique environmental problems of which 
the minister should be aware.  To make decisions for the future of Bunbury, the minister should have a good 
grasp of the issues.  I refer to the tuart forest and the problems associated with the urbanisation of Bunbury.  The 
greater area of Bunbury is growing rapidly, although not so much the City of Bunbury.  The greater area of 
Bunbury includes the areas of Delyelup and parts of the Shire of Capel.  The people of Bunbury are 
magnanimous because they regard people who live within a radius of five or 10 kilometres of Bunbury as people 
of Bunbury, as do those people themselves. 

Mr Masters:  It is in my electorate.  

Mr DEAN:  It was in the member’s electorate.  

Mr Masters:  Is in my electorate.  

Mr DEAN:  The people of Delyelup regard themselves as people of Bunbury, not Capel.   

The DEPUTY SPEAKER:  Order!  The member for Vasse is interjecting from an incorrect place.  

Mr DEAN:  I invite the Minister for the Environment to visit Bunbury and to acquaint herself with the tuart 
forest and with the problems of Back Beach.  That is another peculiar problem in Bunbury that has dogged a 
number of members over the past 10 or 12 years.   

I also invite the Minister for Education to visit the Bunbury Senior High School and the Newton Moore Senior 
High School.  They are two ageing senior high schools that produce excellent students.  This week, two year 11 
students from Newton Moore Senior High School not only won the Australian science competition but also came 
second in the international science competition in Stockholm.  The senior high schools of Bunbury produce 
quality students.  When the Minister for Education visits Bunbury, I invite him to see those schools.   

I take the opportunity to invite the Minister for Tourism to visit Bunbury, if and when the Executive visits.  
Bunbury won the top tourism town award in 1997-98.  I am proud to have been a part of the tourism board at 
that time.  It took four years of hard struggle to get to that position.  Bunbury’s desire to become another top 
tourism town has not diminished.  It aims to become part of the hall of fame.  To achieve that, it would have to 
win the tourism award three times in a row.  Bunbury will eventually do that, not this year or next year, but it 
will happen in the near future.   

The Minister for Tourism should also visit the massive developments that have occurred at Malsdon Hill as a 
direct result of the Labor Government previous to this one, and the federal Government’s Better Cities program.  
I invite the Minister for Tourism to acquaint himself with that when he visits.  I take the opportunity to invite the 
Minister for Planning and Infrastructure to become acquainted with planning problems in Bunbury.  I know that 
she is fairly cognisant of the planning problems because she visited often before and during the election 
campaign.  She is well aware of Malsdon Hill because we stood on that platform together during the election 
campaign.  The minister should acquaint herself with the transport problems in Bunbury and with the transport 
vision 2030 that we are in the process of implementing.  That was part of our election platform and is another 
election promise that has been fulfilled.  That process is currently undergoing some study.  When the Minister 
for Planning and Infrastructure visits, I would like to show her the problems we have.   

When, and if, the executive arm of government comes to Bunbury, I plead with it to make itself available to the 
people of Bunbury.  One of the hallmarks of the previous Government’s infrequent visits to Bunbury was that it 
conducted itself in an aloof manner.  Government members did not make themselves available to the people, and 
they kept themselves at arms length from the people - to their detriment.  Western Australian politics must 
remove the mystique of the executive arm of government and remove the mystique of government from the 
people.  

Mr Masters:  The victors rewrite history. 
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Mr DEAN:  They certainly do, but only when it is the truth.  I plead that when the executive arm of government 
visits Bunbury, it make itself available to the people.  I have some interesting ways we could make the executive 
arm of government become more acquainted with the people of Bunbury.  

My grievance is on behalf of the people of Bunbury for the lack of attention they have received over the past 
eight years, and I hope this Government will provide the type of contact that Bunbury needs. 

MR McGOWAN (Rockingham - Parliamentary Secretary) [9.30 am]:  I will respond to the member for 
Bunbury’s grievance on behalf of the Premier.  I congratulate the member for using the Parliament to raise issues 
for his electorate in such an effective manner.  It is my great pleasure to inform Parliament that the Cabinet will 
visit Bunbury to hold its regional cabinet meeting on 8 and 9 October.  This will be the fourth regional cabinet 
meeting of the Gallop Government since its six months in office.  It shows a real commitment to regional and 
rural Western Australia. 

The Cabinet has already visited Albany, Kalgoorlie and Geraldton.  From its visits to those three important 
Western Australian centres, the Cabinet has learned various ways of ensuring that it stays in contact with the 
people of the various regions of Western Australia.  The ministers are looking forward to visiting the south west 
and meeting shire and community representatives from Bunbury and surrounding areas.  Monday, 8 October, 
will be devoted to meetings with local organisations, and Tuesday, 9 October, will be principally devoted to 
cabinet activities.  Local shires and the South West Development Commission are committed to, and enthusiastic 
about, the visit.  They are keen to cooperate with the Government, which is keeping in touch with their needs. 

On Monday, 8 October, a community forum will be held that will provide an opportunity for local residents to 
meet with various ministers and discuss issues of concern.  This process was adopted for the cabinet meeting in 
Geraldton and it provided an opportunity for local residents, many of whom had never met a member of 
Parliament, let alone a minister, to put their points of view and, hopefully, have action taken on various issues.  
People throughout Bunbury will receive an invitation through the post to attend the community forum.  This is 
all about putting the Government in contact with people in rural and regional Western Australia.  On Tuesday, 9 
October, a cabinet breakfast will be held between 7.30 and 9.00 am.  There will be an opportunity at the 
breakfast for local government authorities and the development commission to put their concerns to the cabinet 
ministers and to discuss issues specifically relating to their areas.  The local government authorities expected to 
attend include the City of Bunbury and the Shires of Augusta-Margaret River, Boyup Brook, Bridgetown-
Greenbushes, Busselton, Capel, Collie, Dardanup, Donnybrook-Balingup, Harvey, Manjimup and Nannup, as 
well as the South West Development Commission. 

Several members interjected. 

Mr McGOWAN:  It is normally the case during a non-controversial grievance for members to allow the speaker 
to address the grievance without interruption. 

The DEPUTY SPEAKER:  Order, members! 

Mr McGOWAN:  It will be an opportunity for shire representatives to have breakfast with the Cabinet and put 
their points of view.  A cabinet meeting will be held on 9 October and a community lunch will be held between 
12.00 and 2.00 pm.  There will be an opportunity at the lunch for the Cabinet and the Premier to publicly 
recognise the efforts of local volunteers in the Bunbury region.  Volunteers in communities throughout the State 
are often under-recognised for the good work that they do.  The Cabinet will have the opportunity to express its 
thanks to all those who do such great work on behalf of their communities.   

It is a full program and an opportunity for the Cabinet to be in touch with the community of Bunbury and 
surrounding districts.  I thank the member for Bunbury for pushing so hard for his community to be recognised 
as part of the regional cabinet process.  Operation of the cabinet process throughout the regions is gradually 
being refined.  The principal aims of such meetings is not just to go out and see what is happening but to make 
sure that individuals in various communities have the opportunity to meet with, and put cases to, ministers about 
issues of concern.  It is very much grassroots government at its best.  There will be further regional cabinet 
meetings throughout the State next year.  There will be fewer meetings this year as it is the Government’s first 
year in office.  The Cabinet expects to go to much smaller towns and communities throughout Western Australia.  
Cabinet meetings will not be restricted to Kalgoorlie, Geraldton and Bunbury; smaller communities will be 
involved.   

Mr Bradshaw:  What about Harvey? 

Mr McGOWAN:  The Cabinet may even go to Harvey.  The program has not been finalised.  I am pleased to 
have been able to inform the House of this very important information. 
 


